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This edited book is part of a larger collection, the Ageing in a Global Context
book series, which seeks to influence research and policy; respond to the
globalization of our world and subsequent transnational migration; and
encourage new approaches to global aging across disciplines.

Ylanne introduces the text by framing the relationship between social
discourse and the media as a reciprocal one: Representations of agingin the
media reflect the attitudes and beliefs of society but also contribute to the
social construction of meaning. Media producers have the power to
influence, reinforce, or challenge ageism. This book addresses the
intersectionalities of ageing with gender identities, cultural identities,
nationalities, mental health, persons with LGBTQ+ identities, and persons
in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, to name a few. Authors explore
notonly how olderadults are represented in the media, but how those older
adults relate and respond to those representations. Authors explore the
images and text of news coverage, magazines, fictional contexts, digital
communications, and graphic novels. Research from Northern Europe,
North America, South America, Asia, and Africa is presented.
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Loos et al. pointed out that the concept of successful aging is likely
understood differently by different cultures and nationalities. Early in the
book, | found it necessary to re-examine my own understanding of
“successful ageing.” | learned that this concept is misleading because it
portrays a model of aging that is not attainable by many people, and it
implies that people are responsible for their own ageing. Consequently,
people who are not able to age “successfully” must by logical extension, be
failures atit by making the wrong choices. For example, Castro reported that
Brazil’s advertising industry promotes the responsibility of older adults to
“choose” not to age by buying certain anti-ageing products.

Higgs and Gilleard discuss the media in the UK and explain a tendency
todivide olderadultsinto two categories: third age and fourth age. The third
age is comprised of the baby-boomer cohort that is healthy, active,
physically fit, engaged in consumerism, and resistant to aging. This
contrasts with the fourth age, who are seen as the inevitable “others” (p. 206)
who are in decline, frail, chronically ill, dependent, and in need of care. Loos
etal. examined images on the websites of public organizations in Denmark,
the Netherlands, and Sweden. They tended to portray third age people as
healthy and active. Sweden portrayed fourth age people slightly more often
as being frailer and more dependent. The authors suggested that this could
have been because the websites were intended for differentaudiences, with
the former addressing organizations that are financed by membership
(trying to market an attractive image) and the latter addressing the general
public and potential care workers (trying to show that older people are well
cared for).

| particularly enjoyed reading about the linguistic choices and
linguistic analyses presented. For example, in Yldnne’s review of the
literature, a study discussed an analysis of newspaper headlines that
referred to older adults in some way. The researchers found that in the
headlines, the older adults were in a passive role and were usually the object
of action by others (such as government, care agencies, or a virus). Seldom
were they referred to in an active voice, being the people doing the action.
When they were, they were described as “exceptional heroes” (p. 42). Chen
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and Huang’s review of Taiwanese newspapers identified use of language
such as ‘unable to,” “fail,” and actions such as standing, walking, or lying
down, were said to “limp, falter, behave in an absent-minded manner, or
simply be ‘spaced out.” (p. 65). Language is a powerful and symbolic
representation of our often-unacknowledged beliefs and attitudes.

In Canada, Hurd and Mahal found that a sample of newspaper and
magazine articles revealed three themes: “silencing” LGBTQ+ older adults by
quoting experts rather than quoting the words of the people being
discussed, characterizing older LGBTQ+ persons as victims of institutional
discrimination, and elevating LGBTQ+ older adults in before-and-after
stories to the status of extraordinary, in prevailing over discrimination.
Similarly, Loos et al. found that in the U.K, following the passage of
legislation to promote inclusive design and make web pages more readable,
there was a trend toward using more text and icons and fewer pictures. The
unintended consequence of fewer pictures of older adults resulted in
“erasing” them from visual imagery of public organizations (p. 208).

Ratzenbock researched women’s participation with information
technologies in Austria and found what was termed a “double logic of care”
(p. 192). Women reported either using information technology to care for
others, or reported that they were too busy caring for others to use
information technology. In Canada, Sawchuk interviewed women who
indicated that magazines intended for women were almost always
intended for younger women, and they read the publications selectively so
as to make them relevant to their lives despite the audience to which they
were marketed.

Dalmer and Cedeira Serantes examined five titles of graphic novels
from several countries. They found that the stories revealed a rich
perspective of later life; explored a variety of themes; and contained
characters reflecting multiple ethnicities, gender orientations, and life
situations. This approach challenges the problematic and common
tendency to rely upon binary categories of people.

Overall, 1 enjoyed the book and learned a lot. Two strengths of the book
stand out. First, contributors represented different disciplines, interests,
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and nationalities. For example, they included a social worker in Ghana
whose interests are in women’s empowerment and mental illness stigma,
an associate professor in Taiwan whose interest is in gerontological
sociolinguistics, and a data-set coordinator from Austria whose interestis in
olderadultsinadigital media environment. Contributors were impressively
talented and diverse. Second, each chapter is heavily cited and provides not
only support for academic assertions, but sources for additional study. The
book is interesting, but not an easy read. It would be an excellent text used
at the graduate level for disciplines of social work, sociology, or media
communications. | think undergraduate students would struggle getting
through the book. It would also be an excellent resource for someone doing
dissertation research in this area.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SOCIAL WORK VALUES AND ETHICS - VOLUME 20(1) | 233



	Contents
	Editorial
	Articles
	Forum
	Book Reviews

	20th Anniversary Comments from our Editorial Boards
	July 25, 2022, at 12:58 PM
	July 25, 2022, at 3:11 PM
	July 25, 2022, at 6:44 PM
	July 27, 2022, at 10:29 AM
	July 27, 2022, at 2:23 PM
	July 27, 2022, at 5:22 PM
	July 27, 2022, at 6:36 PM
	July 28, 2022, at 1:01 PM
	July 30, 2022, at 8:02 AM
	July 31, 2022, at 5:55 PM
	August 1, 2022, at 5:24 PM
	August 3, 2022, at 1:08 PM
	August 5, 2022, at 8:58 AM
	August 18, 2022, at 11:39 AM
	August 18, 2022, at 5:05 PM
	August 18, 2022, at 5:05 PM
	September 8, 2022, at 3:01 PM
	November 6, 2022, at 9:02 PM
	November 8, 2022, 11:45 AM
	20th Anniversary Comments from the Publisher

	Commentary from Russia/Ukraine
	Angelina0F0F0F0F0F0F0F0F
	Chernobyl

	Editorial: The National Clinical Social Work Examination - ASWB
	Editorial: Constructing a Globalized Society Without Gender Binaries and Comprehending Gender Variant Clients’ Pronouns
	Imagining a World Without Gender Binaries
	Pre-Colonial Legacy of Gender Identity in India
	Internalized Shame as Motivation for Social Control
	Hierarchy of Gender Identities
	Linguistics as it Relates to Gender
	Conclusion
	References

	Editorial: Open Access – An Ethical Alternative to Use of Impact Factor When Making Decisions About Journal  Selection
	Is Working with the Taliban Ethical?
	Introduction
	Why travel to Afghanistan

	Our initial observations
	ASO and the current role of social work in social development
	Geo-political sanctions and ethical investment
	IFSW/ASO Social Work Action, being true to our principles


	Letters to the Editor
	Changes at IJSWVE and Thank You
	Internet Searching of Client Information by Social Workers: Reckless or Required in Today’s Online Society?
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Literature Review
	Prevalence of internet usage in daily life
	Technology’s role in biopsychosocial well-being
	Racial and cultural differences in online usage

	Social work’s unique focus on person in environment
	Internet searching in social work and allied professions
	Internet searching in non-allied professions

	Exemplars of Online Searching for Client Information in Social Work
	Assessing risk
	Gathering collateral information
	Observing online socialization
	Identifying impaired clients

	Implications
	References

	Professional Pledge in Social Work: Implications for Professional Identity and Value Integration
	Abstract
	The professionalization of social work: value base of practice
	The pledge and oath: meaning and significance for professions
	Methodology
	Social work professional pledge: Indian context
	The tradition and practice of a social work pledge at a school of social work
	Inculcating professional ethos amongst social work students through the Pledge

	Conclusion
	References
	Appendix A: The First Pledge
	Appendix B: The New Pledge

	Equipoise: Ethical Considerations for Pregnancy Options Counseling
	Abstract
	Pregnancy Options Counseling and Social Work Ethics
	Ethical Considerations for the Pregnancy Options Counselor
	Agency Goals and Values
	Personal Values
	Competency
	Potential Ethical Dilemmas in Pregnancy Options Counseling
	Religious and personal value conflict
	Fetal development
	Rape related pregnancy

	Equipoise
	Conclusion
	References

	Feeling Competent isn’t Enough: The Social Worker’s Role in Creating Positive Space and Promoting Trans-Affirming Practices
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Challenges finding gender-affirming care
	Social work education
	Social service agency culture

	Methods
	Participants and procedure
	Survey design & measures
	Education, training, competence, and comfort
	Perceptions of agency artifacts
	Policy awareness


	Data Analysis and Results
	Education and post-graduation training
	Comfort and competence
	Agency artifacts: language, forms, and decorations
	Policy

	Discussion
	Limitations

	Implications for Social Work
	References

	The Islamic Basis of Social Work in the Modern World
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Islamic Fundamentalist Arguments Against Social Work
	An Examination of the Key Principles of Social Work from an Islamic Outlook
	Conclusion
	References

	Embracing Our Values: Social Work Faculty Progressivism in a Conservative World
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Literature Review
	Ideology
	Political Ideology and Affiliation in Social Work Literature
	Social Welfare Policy Preferences

	Methods
	Data Collection
	Instruments
	Data Analysis

	Findings
	Sample demographic characteristics
	Factor analysis
	Means comparison
	Welfare policy preferences

	Multivariate regression analyses
	Restrictive policy preferences
	Progressive policy preferences


	Implications for Social Work Education
	Embracing Progressivism
	Prepare for Existential Threats
	Maintain Social Work Values
	Incorporate Progressivism and Diversity in Theory and Pedagogy

	Considerations When Embracing Progressivism
	Meeting Others Where They Are
	Guarding against Groupthink
	Progressivism Not Partisanship


	Limitations
	Conclusion
	References

	Forum: Nothing Can be Changed Until it is Faced: Social Work’s Licensing Justice Journey
	Abstract
	Facing it
	Changing it
	Applying systems thinking to systemic problems
	Embedding diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts in every part of a system
	Progress through strengths-based interventions

	Accountability: Changing what we face
	Forward progress: Working to solve complex, long-term problems
	The journey ahead

	Forum: Interpretation of the Canadian Association of Social Workers’ Code of Ethics as Penguin Comic
	Introduction
	References

	Book Review
	Book Review
	Reference

	Book Review
	References


