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Published just as the United Nations turned 75 in 
2020, “UN75,” this edited book addresses the many 
roles that behavioral scientists play in the UN’s 
work, as well as the acute needs that still must be 
met. The book focuses on the work of psychology 
and social work at the international level. The 
essays are the work of both active professionals and 
students, and the text was designed to be accessible 
to professionals, undergraduate and graduate 
students, as well as those who may not know 
anything about UN issues.

The book is broken down into five sections, and 
within each section is a small number of very short 
chapters (4, 4, 2, 3, 2 respectively). The sections 
include Serving Current Populations, Upholding 
Social Justice, Promoting Harmony, Improving 
Human Health, and Supporting Environmental 
Health. Each chapter ends with a glossary of key 
terms, study questions for class text use, notes, 
and references. Each section and chapter are not 
the exhaustive descriptions of issues addressed, 
rather the book uniquely shows specifically how 
social work and psychology are used to approach 
each of the issues and exactly which of the UN’s 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) are being 
addressed. Each chapter is a concise description of 
a single aspect of the issue, with primary ideas or 
concepts reviewed, and which SDGs are addressed 
by psychology and social work.

This text does exactly what it sets out to do; it 
illustrates the important roles that the behavioral 
sciences of social work and psychology actively 

play in addressing global issues and is a great 
snapshot of national and international opportunities 
and needs for behavioral scientists. The shift from 
thinking about individual cases to considering 
policy at a national and international level makes 
this an interesting text for students. By illustrating 
the many opportunities that are possible for 
behavioral scientists and showing how many of the 
current problems under study are universal in nature 
and require international cooperation, students are 
shown a bigger picture and the empirical approaches 
to solving those problems.

If you would like to submit a book for review, please 
contact Laura Gibson, book review editor. 
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