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The book, Toward a Livable Life: A 21st Century 
for Social Work, presents a comprehensive review 
of various socioeconomic and environmental 
issues that have a detrimental effect on the well-
being of children, families, and communities. The 
book has been organized into fourteen chapters, 
along with an introduction by the editor. All the 
authors and editors are associated with the George 
Warren Brown School of Social Work at 
Washington University. This book highlights a 
wide range of critical issues of the social work 
profession and proposes various policy measures 
and practice frameworks for the pursuit of a livable 
life for all as the most important goal of social 
work.  

The book highlights ten key areas that social 
work profession must focus on to ensure that 
individuals and families maintain livable lives. 
These ten key areas are tackling the root 
socioeconomic determinants of ill health; 
alleviating poverty; confronting stigma/ 
discrimination/exclusion; reducing cumulative 
inequality; developing financial and tangible 
assets for lower and moderate income populations; 
preventing child maltreatment; fostering civic 
engagement across the life course; building 
healthy, diverse, and thriving communities; 
achieving environmental justice; and engaging 
older adults. The book also emphasized generating 
effective demand and use of social services, 
designing and implementing policy and 
programme innovations, and leveraging big data 
analytics and informatics, which are essential for 
the social work profession to achieve a livable life 
for all. The book posits that the agenda of the 
social work profession in the 21st century is to 
enable every individual to lead a "livable life. 

 

The book provides an in-depth discussion on 
various challenges and on the most pressing issues 
of the social work profession in the USA, as well 
as at the global level. One of the unique aspects of 
the book is that most of the chapters provide 
perspectives on the USA, as well as international 
perspectives, with an aim to provide the 
comparative picture of the nature, extent, and 
depth of the problem and to highlight disparities in 
wealth, health, and other areas that affect 
marginalized and disadvantaged sections of the 
population.  

This book illuminates the various challenges 
faced by Americans and other people around the 
globe and has identified and presented various 
strategies through which individuals are able to 
thrive and develop in order to reach their full 
potential and capacity for a livable life. The 
ultimate goal of the various chapters is to facilitate 
more livable lives for the children, families, older 
populations and marginalized sections by ensuring 
that all individuals have the opportunity to have a 
livable life. The book has made an attempt in 
presenting emerging global social work challenges 
and contributed in the creation of new knowledge, 
practices, and policies essential for social workers. 
The book will definitely create a dialogue between 
social work educators and practitioners, as well as 
researchers, to look for interventions towards the 
various emerging social concerns. This book 
should be essential reading for not only social 
workers, but also for policy makers, politicians, 
and others engaged in social work and 
developmental activities. 

 
 

If you would like to submit a book for review, 
please contact Laura Gibson, book review editor. 
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mailto:gibson.laura@att.net?subject=Book%20review%20request

	Contents
	Announcement: It’s Sometimes Hard to Say Goodbye
	Expanding our Understanding of Social Work Values and Ethics: News from International Federation of Social Workers
	Editorial: Should the NASW Code of Ethics require Institutional Review Board (IRB) review of all social work research in the USA?
	What is IRB?
	Why do IRBs exist?
	Did we learn our lesson from the Tuskegee Study?
	The Short Review of Literature
	The Big Question
	Should NASW Require all Social Work Research to Undergo an IRB Review?
	Rebuttals
	References

	LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
	Dedication (1)
	Learning from the Pandemic (2-4)
	The mirror has two faces – helper and helpless
	References

	IFSW as the new publisher (5-14)

	Changes at JSWVE and THANK YOU
	Interprofessional Understanding of Ethical Dilemmas: Learning Experiences Of Simulation Learning in Social Welfare and Health Care Education
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Study issue: interprofessional simulation learning in developing ethical thinking
	Ethical dilemmas in an acute crisis situation
	Interprofessional simulation learning in developing ethical thinking

	Methods: Narrative analysis in examining ethical dilemmas
	Research findings
	Person-oriented vs. action-oriented approach
	Personal sense of justice versus correctness
	Increasing understanding of the activities by different professions

	Discussion and conclusion
	References

	Licensing Complaints: Experiences of Social Workers in Investigation Processes
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Literature Review
	Research Methods
	Findings
	Initial reactions
	Experiences with the investigation process
	Due process
	Respect
	Investigator neutrality
	Contextual factors

	Legal representation

	Limitations
	Discussion
	Conclusion
	References

	The Trolley Problem and the Nature of Intention: Implications for Social Work Ethics
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Social Work and The Trolley Problem
	The Trolley Problem: Key Concepts
	The Limitations of a Utilitarian Perspective
	The Doctrines of Double Effect and Distributive Exemption
	Conclusion
	References

	Creating True Freedom in Food Choice in an Obesogenic Environment: A Common Good Approach to Ethical Decision Making
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Consequences associated with OW/OB weight statuses
	Correcting the Obesogenic Environment - A Common Good Perspective
	Reframing society’s perception of weight status
	Food and beverage industry practices that impede freedom in food choice
	Abundant availability and accessibility of unhealthy food
	Marketing and pricing tactics
	Alterations to food

	Ethical implications of industry practices
	Misinformation in marketing
	Disparate marketing
	Disparate pricing and accessibility
	Regulating food alterations

	Challenges of regulating the food and beverage industry
	Conclusion
	References

	Right to an Adequate Standard of Living: Social Work and Mental Health in a COVID-19 Era
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Mental Health in the United States
	Mental Health Stigma
	Adequate Standard of Living
	Shared Trauma

	Methods
	Sample
	Procedures
	Measures
	Data Analysis

	Results
	Broker
	Advocate

	Discussion
	Social Work Education Implications
	Ethical Considerations
	Limitations

	Conclusion
	References

	Book Review
	Book Review
	Book Review

